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♪♪Dean’s Message♪♪ 

Dear Friends, 
 
Our Chapter’s best wishes to you for a very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 
 
Looking to the New Year, PLEASE plan to come to our Martin 
Luther King Day workshop on Monday, January 19th , 2026. To 
make adequate arrangements for food, etc., please email Chris 
Cusumano your intention to attend at: 
chapelcus@optonline.net. No money is needed now, just bring 
your $50 cash or check on MLK day. This email to Chris isn’t a 
requirement, it is to help us get a number of how many 
attendees to expect, so we can make adequate arrangements. 
Thank you for your support with this. 
 
Again, please have a successful musical Merry Christmas 
season, and a Happy New Year. 
 
Gene 
 
In January 2026, we will be treated with a rare opportunity. On 
Martin Luther King Day, January 19, Tom Trenney, a nationally 
known clinician, will present a day of workshops. The following 
is Mr. Trenney’s bio. 
 

TOM TRENNEY 
 
Composer, conductor, organist, preacher, and teacher Tom 
Trenney has been blessed to serve as Minister of Music to First 
Plymouth Church in Lincoln, Nebraska, since 2009.  In 2019, 
he became Director of Choirs at Nebraska Wesleyan University 
where he now holds the Susan Sehnert Stuart Endowed 
Professorship    for    Choral    Music.    Tom’s    choirs         have   
been   honored   to   perform  for  state,  regional,  and  national  
      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
      Chapter Calendar    
 

   Monday, Jan 19, 9  
   AM: MLK Day   
   Workshop  
   with Tom Trenney.   
   Trinity Lutheran  
    Church, 40 W  
    Nicholai St,  
    Hicksville.   
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conventions of the American Choral Directors 
Association (ACDA), and they have been award 
winners in the American Prize for choral 
ensembles.  In 2024, Tom was named Music 
Educator of the Year by the Nebraska Music 
Education Association. 
 
Tom has been a featured performer at churches, 
colleges, and concert halls across the country 
including Philadelphia’s Kimmel Center, 
Seattle’s Benoroya Hall, Kansas City’s Kauffman 
Center, DC’s Kennedy Center, and NYC’s 
Carnegie Hall. 
 
His choral compositions are published by 
Augsburg Fortress, Beckenhorst Press, 
Choristers Guild, E.C. Schirmer/Galaxy, Gentry, 
Morningstar, Musicspoke, Pavane, and G. 
Schirmer. His piece “From Generation to 
Generation” won the Raabe Prize for Excellence 
in Sacred Composition from the Association of 
Lutheran Church Musicians in 2023.  
 
As an organist, he was the first to win First Prize 
and Audience Prize in the American Guild of 
Organists National Competition in Organ 
Improvisation. 
 
A graduate of the Cleveland Institute of Music 
and the Eastman School of Music, Tom is grateful 
for the inspiration of his teachers and mentors – 
especially Anton Armstrong, David Davidson, 
Craig Hella Johnson, (Mister) Fred Rogers, 
William Weinert, Anne Wilson and Todd Wilson. 
 
The projected workshops for the day include: 
 
From the Heart of a Composer–Explore some of 
Tom Trenney’s compositions from the inside out, 
seeing how the music we sing can preach a 
sermon on the words we say. 
 
Then Sings My Soul–Freeing the voice and 
opening up the spirit of the choir; group vocal 
technique, seating of choir, helpful language, 
teaching strategies.  
 
Abracadabra-- Discover the magic of musical 
improvisation in a practical and engaging, 
empowering and uplifting workshop. 
 
A short hymn festival. 
 

And finally, a short organ program. 
 
Please plan to attend this unique opportunity to 
hear and work with a gifted church musician. I 
had the opportunity last summer to see him in 
action at the ALCM’s conference in Durham last 
summer. His improvisation workshop was one of 
the best I have observed in years. Not since a 
workshop with Gerre Hancock have I seen a 
clinician really connect with his audience.  

 
Chapter Events 
 
January 19th, 2026, 9 AM - MLK Day Workshop. 
A Day with Tom Trenney, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Hicksville, 40 W Nicholai St, Hicksville.   

 
Other Upcoming Events 
 
Friday Evening, December 12, 7:30 PM 
Advent/Christmas Concert 
The Cathedral Choirs 
Chamber Orchestra and Soloists 
Michael L. Bower, Conductor 
Maura Goodwin, Associate Conductor. 
St Agnes Cathedral, 29 Quealy Pl, Rockville 
Centre.  
 
Sunday, December 14th, 4 PM.  Lessons and 
Carols at St Kilian Church, 485 Conklin St, 
Farmingdale.  
 
Sunday, December 14th, 4 PM.  Lessons and 
Carols at Christ Episcopal Church, 1355 Northern 
Blvd, Manhasset.  See flyer in this newsletter.  
 
Sunday, December 14th, St. John's of 
Lattingtown, 325 Lattingtown Road, Locust 
Valley 11560:  Handel's Messiah (Part 1). St. 
John's Choirs and festival orchestra, directed by 
Ruaraidh Sutherland. 
Sarah Moulton Faux, Soprano 
Katherine Lerner, Alto 
Bryce Westervelt, Tenor 
Henry Horstmann, Bass  
Tickets $50; see stjlat.org Music. 
 
Sunday, December 14, 4 PM. A Festival of 
Lessons and Carols for Christmas.  Cathedral of 
the Incarnation, 50 Cathedral Ave, Garden City. 
Early seating is advised for this service. 
 
 



Saturday, February 7, 9:30 – 3:30.  Suffolk 
Chapter Children’s/Youth Choir Festival, Church 
of St Patrick, 400 W Main St, Huntington. See 
flyer in this newsletter for more details.  
 
Friday, May 29, 7:30 PM. The South Shore 
Symphony & the Cathedral Choirs: Beethoven’s 
“Symphony No. 9”. St Agnes Cathedral, 29 
Quealy Pl, Rockville Centre.  
 

 
Donations Always Welcome!! 
 
We have a big season planned for 2025-2026 and 
we look forward to seeing everyone and having 
everyone enjoy our events. The membership fees 
that the chapter receives only goes so far. 
 
Anyone who would like to help out and make a 
donation to the Nassau Chapter of the AGO, 
please make your check out to “American Guild 
of Organists” and mail the check to our Chapter 
Treasurer: 
 
Lawrence Bourguet 
37 Webster Ave,  
Manhasset, NY 11030. 
 
His email address is treasurer@nassauago.org. 
Thank you very much for your help!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Welcome New Chapter Members! 
 
The Nassau Chapter welcomes new members 
Daniel Maimone and Dan Minervini.  We hope to 
see you at our MLK day workshop! 

 
National Substitute and Freelancer 
Lists 
 
The AGO headquarters is developing national 
substitute and freelancer lists.  You must be a 
member of the AGO to be listed on the substitute 
list, but non-AGO members can be listed on the 
freelancer list for $50/year.  For further 
information or to sign up, visit the national AGO 
website at https://www.agohq.org and click on 
SUBS/FREELANCERS.  

 
Renewal Reminder 
 
Chapter members whose memberships are up for 
renewal should renew their memberships by 
signing onto the current AGO system--iMIS.  Go 
to www.agohq.org and click on SIGN IN. If you 
have any questions or difficulty, call AGO 
national headquarters at (212) 870-2310 or email 
our chapter registrar, Carol Dort, at 
cgwendort@aol.com. 
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Announcing the Suffolk Chapter, American Guild of Organists 

2026 Children’s/Youth Choir Festival 
William Margiotta, Guest Conductor 

                                                 

William Margiotta holds both a Bachelor of Fine Arts and a Master of Science degree in Music Education from 
C.W. Post, Long Island University. He also holds New York State Permanent Teacher Certification and a Certificate 
in Advanced Studies in Educational Leadership. 

Mr. Margiotta was a member of the Locust Valley Middle and High School faculty from 1984 until his retirement in 
2017, serving as Subject Matter Coordinator for the district’s music department. In addition to directing the Middle 
School and High School choral programs and the High School Chamber Singers, he was the Musical Director and 
Producer for the school’s annual spring musical and fall drama productions. 

In addition to his work in education, Mr. Margiotta has an extensive background in church and community music. 
He has served as organist, choir director, and tenor soloist at numerous churches across Long Island, including Our 
Lady of Mercy in Hicksville, St. Rocco in Glen Cove, St. James in Seaford, Christ Church Episcopal in Oyster Bay, 
and St. Patrick’s in Huntington. He currently serves as Music Director and Organist at St. Anthony of Padua in East 
Northport. 

Beyond his school and church commitments, Mr. Margiotta has been Vocal and Orchestral Director in Residence 
for the Tulsa Theatre Arts program in Oklahoma and for the Rockville Centre Guild for the Arts. His career reflects 
a lifelong dedication to choral excellence, music education, and the performing arts. 

All music is from the St. James Music Press and will be sent out to participants 
 
The festival rehearsals are from 9:30 am – 2:00 pm with a concluding festival service open to the public at 2:30 pm.   
Each church is asked to help fund this project with a registration fee of $75.00.   
All choirs are invited, regardless of size!  
If you are interested in participating, please return this registration form to:  
Eleanor Gould, 437 Ralph Avenue, Central Islip, NY 11722, by December 1, 2025.  
Checks payable to: “Suffolk Chapter AGO” 
More detailed information about the festival will be sent to you or you may call Bill Margiotta (516-841-6971) or 
Deanna Muro (631-361-3393). 
——————————————————————————————-—————— 

Suffolk AGO 2026 Children’s/Youth Choir Festival Registration Form 
 

Name_________________________________ _____Yes, we will participate in this year’s festival.  
Please send info. 

Church________________________________   
 
Address for mailings _____________________ _____We are interested, send more information. 
 
______________________________________ Email address_____________________________ 
 
Phone_________________________________ Approximate number in choir ______ 
If you know of a church choir that might be interested in participating, please list the church, pastor or choir 
director, and their address, phone number and/or email address so we can send them festival information. 

Saturday, February 7, 2026 9:30 am – 3:30 pm 
 

St. Patrick’s RC Church, Huntington, New York 
 

“Sing Through the Seasons” 
 

You and your Children’s/Youth Choir are invited to participate in the  
Suffolk AGO Youth Choir Festival. 
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